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POLICE OFFICERS, REFORM OF SECTION 8 DISMISSALS 

18. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
Will the minister inform the House of the Government’s proposals to reform the way police officers are removed 
from duty?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Girrawheen for her question and her commitment to policing and law and order matters.  
For the first time in more than 100 years significant changes have been made to the processes and procedures 
applying to police officers facing removal from the Western Australia Police Service.  Where many Liberal 
Governments have faltered and failed, this Government has delivered.  For far too long the processes set out in 
section 8 of the Police Act have been confusing, highly contentious and subject to litigation and industrial 
disputes.   

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I suggest that members opposite listen to this.  I am very pleased that this Government 
has been able to achieve a historic outcome - 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  It is a historic achievement, and members opposite did fail for many years.  This is a 
historic agreement between the State Government, the Western Australia Police Service and the Police Union.  
Officers who are to be removed from the service will have an independent right of appeal to the Industrial 
Relations Commission.  The memorandum of understanding will apply immediately, and it will be in place until 
legislation reflecting this historic agreement between the three parties is passed through the Parliament.  This 
Government has introduced a far more accountable and fair system that will be quicker and more expedient than 
the current convoluted process.  When the Labor Party came to government, more than 20 officers were the 
subject of section 8 provisions and were being paid but were not working for the public of Western Australia.  
That figure is now zero.  

Mr C.M. Brown:  Well done, minister!   

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  When the Labor Party came to government in February 2001, more than 20 police 
officers were collecting full wages but not doing any policing in Western Australia.  We outlined major reforms 
before we came to government, and this is one area in which we said we would pursue reform.  This represents 
the delivery of yet another election commitment.  The public can be confident that this is a fair and accountable 
process that will not only recognise the discretion of the Commissioner of Police to remove officers but also 
provide police officers with the same rights enjoyed by other employees.  I take this opportunity to commend all 
involved in reaching the agreement, particularly the Police Service - including Commissioner Matthews and 
Assistant Commissioner Lienert; the President of the Police Union, Mr Michael Dean; his legal counsel, Mr 
Allan Drake-Brockman; Mr Alan Sefton from the Crown Solicitor’s Office; and Ms Robin Barrow from my 
office.  
 


